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Course description: The course provides systematic guidance for research and writing, including the rules of documenting and formatting of long papers; it reviews the basics of the research process with a rigorous approach to issues such as the validity of evidence, quotation and citation of sources, and avoiding plagiarism. Although students are expected to have some familiarity with the material from their courses in English Composition, in this course they will review not only the basics of the research process, but will put these principles into immediate practice as they select topics for their bachelor’s thesis, organize working  bibliographies, and begin research on their thesis.

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:


1. Formulate a thesis


2. Organize a working bibliography


3. Cite and quote effectively and thoroughly


4. Write with precision and logic

Requirements:

1. Punctuality in turning in assignments - late work will not be accepted. If you are late with an assignment, you will not get credit for doing it, but you must still turn it in as I will not accept the next one until I have seen it. You must complete all the assignments – you may not go on to the next until you have completed the previous one. Most assignments are of one week’s duration and are due at any time within the dates specified

3. Use of MLA style - you will absolutely need to have access to MLA formulations - either in the text or the internet - when you are researching and writing. 

Due dates:


Assignment #1: 20 January – 11 February


                    #2:  12 – 18 February



        #3:  19 – 25 February



        #4:  26 February – 4 March



        #5:  5- 11 March 



        #6:  12 – 25 March



        #7:  26 March – 1 April



        #8:  2 – 8 April



        #9:  9 – 29 April



        #10:  30 April – 6 May



Grade distribution:



The final research paper

50%






All other work combined

50%

Grades range from A to F; these are the equivalent in numbers of A=5, B=4, C=3, D=2, E=1, F=0

The final paper grade comprises 3 parts: content, writing style, correct use of MLA format. Each part carries equal weight in the formulation of the final grade. On the 100 point scale upon which these grades are based:


A  = 95


A- = 90


B+ = 89


B   = 85


B-  = 80


C+ = 79


Etc. to


E- = 50


F  = 40

Academic honesty


Students are expected to produce original work. Plagiarism or cheating will 
result in failure of the course. 

N.B!  Plagiarism includes taking not only someone else’s words but also their ideas.  All sources, everything that is not your own original idea, therefore, must be documented
Conferring and forums
This web-course format enables discussion with other course members. Make use of this – before turning to me, turn to the course forum or chat-room with questions/problems.

  Syllabus  

Assignment 1 (29 January – 11 February) - summary and paraphrase


Assignment: 100 word summary of a selection - please include also a copy of the selection you have summarized

Assignment 2 (12 – 18 February) -  writing a persuasive essay


Assignment: personal draft of a persuasive essay

Assignment 3 (19 – 25 February) -choosing and narrowing a topic



Assignment: topic and thesis statement/question proposal and advisor

Assignment 4 (26 February – 4 March) - bibliography (form)

Assignment: preliminary bibliography (in correct form) of 15 sources

Assignment 5 (5 – 11 March) -- validating sources


Assignment: internet exercise

Assignment 6 (12 – 25 March) – outlining


Assignment: preliminary outline of the whole thesis

Assignment 7 (26 March – 1 April) – note-taking


Assignment: 10 notes

Assignment 8 (2 – 8 April) – writing the paper, style and mechanics, quoting and citing


Assignment: first two pages of paper, revised outline, all notes 

Assignment 9 (9 – 29 April) – format, title page, pagination

Assignment: final draft of paper

Assignment 10 (30 April – 6 May) bibliography and defense

Assignment: preliminary bibliography of at least 25 items for your full thesis

