Security
Lecturer: Marko Vujicic

Contact: Markovu1976@gmail.com

In the 40 years following World War II, the study of security assumed a divide between international relations (the politics between states) and domestic politics (the politics within states) and gradually became separated from studies of economics.  International or national security largely centered on two different enterprises:  (1) exploring the likelihood of conflict between states in different systems and scenarios (when does conflict occur) and (2) examining the causes and consequences for actors of pursuing different strategies (what determines which strategy states will choose and what are the consequences for security – i.e., war, conquest, security gain, security loss, etc. – of different choices).  Since the end of the Cold War debates about the meaning of security, the prevalence of intra-state conflict (as well as the increasing attention to terrorism since 9/11) have led many scholars to question usefulness of the assumed difference between international and domestic politics, and between security and economics.  Also studies of conflict and stability have increasingly focused on a variety of transnational and global actors that do not fall into the realm of the nation, the state, or the “international” system at all.  This course will examine the way scholars have addressed security in world politics over time.  Part of this examination will look at the historical unfolding of debates, but the course is constructed analytically so as to encourage an exploration of different types of questions. The reading list also includes studies that draw from a variety of research strategies and methods so as to encourage attention to different of strategies for research and the costs and benefits of these choices.  

Readings
The course reading booklet will be available at Kumalo print shop by the end of this week
Grading

There will be a mid-term and a final exam in this class. The exams will consist of both, a multiple choice section and an essay section covering main topics of the course. The two exams combined will be worth 70% of your final grade (your midterm will be worth 30% and the final is worth 40% of the grade). Your final 30% of the grade will consist of your class participation. Showing up for class alone does not constitute participation: you need to be an active participant in discussion by asking questions and offering comments and answers on topics discussed and questions asked. 
Course Outline
Topic I Defining Security

Reading: Peter Andreas, “Redrawing the Line: Borders and Security in the 21st Century,” International Security Vol. 28, No. 2 (fall 2003).

Major Theories of Security Studies
Topic II Classical realism and Neorealism

Reading: John J Mearsheimer, “The False Promise of International Institutions,” International Security, Vol. 19, No. 3 (Winter, 1994-1995), 5-49

Robert Gilpin War and Change in World Politics, select chapter
Topic III Neoclassical realism, Balance of threat
Reading: S. Walt, “Alliance Formation and the Balance of World Power,” International Security, Vol. 9, No. 4 (spring 1985)

Topic IV International Institutions and Neoliberalism
Reading: Responses to Mearsheimer
Topic V Constructivism

Reading: T. Hopf, “The Promise of Constructivism in International Relations Theory,” International Security 23:1 (summer 1998)
Topic VI Constructivism Applied

Reading: Audie Klotz, 1995. “Norms Reconstituting Interests,” International Organization (Summer): 451-478 
Richard Price, 1998, “Reversing the gun sights: Transnational civil society targets land mines, ”International Organization (Summer): 613-644

Major Conflicts of the 20th Century
Topic VII WWI, WWII and The Cold War

Reading: Nye, Chapter 4 and 5
State Actors and Security
Topic VIII Does the kind of actor in the system matter (and for what)?  The sovereign state and its consequences
A lecture on S. Krasner (Sovereignty, Organized hypocrisy) and J. Ruggie (“Continuity and Transformation in the World Policy”)
Topic IX  Does the type of government matter for conflict? A Democratic Peace?

Reading: Edward Mansfield and Jack Snyder, “Democratic Transitions, Institutional Strength and War,” International Organization Vol. 56, No. 2 (spring 2002)

Topic X Technology, Geography, and the Offense-Defense Balance

Readings: K Adams, “Attack and Conquer? International Anarchy and the Offense-Defense-Deterrence Balance,” International Security Vol. 28, No. 3 (winter 2003/04).

T. Fazal, “State Death in the International System,” International Organization Vol. 58, No. 2 (spring 2004).

Topic XI Organizations and Security

Reading: S. Sagan, “The Perils of Proliferation: Organizational Theory, Deterrence Theory, and the Spread of Nuclear Weapons,” International Security Vol. 18, No. 4 (spring 1994).

Nonstate Actors, Violence, and Security

Topic XII Ethnic Violence, and Civil War

Reading: J. Fearon and D. Laitin, “Ethnicity, Insurgency and Civil War,” APSR (Vol. 97, No. 1 (February 2003).

Topic XIII Terrorism and Anti-terrorism

Reading: A. Cronin, “Behind the Curve: Globalization and International Terrorism,” International Security Vol. 27, No. 3 (winter 2002/03)

L. Anderson, “Shock and Awe: Interpretations of the Events of September 11th,” World Politics, Vol. 56, No. 2 (January 2004).

Topic XIV Globalization and Security 

Readings: TBD
